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Collaboration between museums, schools,
and communities

The Museum of Kyoto collaborates with schools and 
community bodies to offer programs capitalizing on its 
ample and diverse resources. By so doing, the museum 
aims to become a vibrant cultural hub for the local 
community, capable of cultural promotion, human resource 
building, and further enrichment of the appeal of the local 
area. We hope that the annex can be one of the essential 
resources to fulfill the above aims.
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The past and present
of the annex building 
Former Kyoto Branch of the Bank of Japan

History

The Kyoto Branch of the Bank of Japan was moved to the current museum building when it was built in 1906, 
and remained one of the major banks in this area until its transfer to another location in 1965.

1894 April
The Kyoto Branch (Shutchojo) of the Bank of Japan is established on Higashinotoin Street, 
to the north of Oike Street.

1903 September Construction of this building starts.

1906
June
July

Construction of this building is completed.

The Kyoto Branch (Shutchojo) of the Bank of Japan is moved to this building.

1911 June The name of the branch is changed from Kyoto Shutchojo to Kyoto Shiten.

1965 October The Kyoto Branch of the Bank of Japan is moved to Kawaramachi Street, to the south-east of Nijo Street.

1967 April Transfer of ownership of the building to the Paleological Association of Japan, Inc. is made.

1968 May The building is reopened as the Heian Museum of Ancient History.

1969 March The building is designated a National Important Cultural Property.

1986 April The building is endowed to Kyoto Prefecture, and then repaired and restored.

1988 October The building is opened as an annex to the museum.

2005 May Renovation work starts.
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Sanjo Takakura now

Modern architecture on
Sanjo Street

Past and Present with Photos
Sanjo Takakura

Sanjo Street, running from east to west in front of the building, 
prospered as the hub of the western part of the Tokaido Road 
during the Edo period. Later, the Shushoin Library, a post offi ce, 
shops, banks and insurance companies were built along and 
around this street. When Shijo Street and Karasuma Street were 
broadened in 1912, this new area took away some of the status 
of Sanjo Street. However, this turned out to be quite fortuitous as 
a number of historical buildings were marked for preservation. 
Recently, the area between Shinmachi Street and Teramachi Street 
has been designated as an area for landscape improvement.

This museum stood out as quite a landmark as there were 
no other tall buildings in the immediate area. It still retains 
something of an iconic status too, as this brick building makes 
for quite a distinctive presence among the other nonorganic 
buildings surrounding it.

Sanjo Takakura before
By courtesy of the Paleological Association of Japan, Inc.
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Business offi ce now (hall)

Foyer now

Vault now (cafe, storage)

Business offi ce before
By courtesy of the Paleological Association of Japan, Inc.

Foyer before
By courtesy of the Paleological Association of Japan, Inc.

Vault before
By courtesy of the Paleological Association of Japan, Inc.

During its time as a bank office, this office was 
filled with desks and chairs, as well as the sound 
of telephones ringing and the clatter of typing. 
Nowadays, it is used as a hall or performance space 
for rent, and is usually fairly quiet when not in use.

The present-day foyer was restored as faithfully as 
possible to the original, with the use of lighting which 
was donated during the war.

The vault has also been restored as close to the 
original possible, and if you look closely, you can 
see the ventilation openings on the roof. At present, 
the patio to the front is used as a rest area, and the 
room to the right of the vault is used as a cafe to 
provide relaxation for visitors.

From Bank of Japan
to a community space

Former Manager’s Offi ce: 
Arton Art Gallery

Former VIP Guest Room: 
JARFO (Gallery)

Former Business Offi ce: 
Annex Hall of the Museum of Kyoto

Former Room of the Document Department: 
Kurochiku (Japanese goods)

The former business offi ce area is now open to public as a hall to be used 
for concerts and lectures. Other rooms, including the manager’s offi ce and 
the guest room, have been refurbished as shopping outlets to offer a warm 
welcome to members of the public.
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This building was designed by Kingo Tatsuno and his apprentice Uheiji Nagano 
as thenew location for the Kyoto Branch of the Bank of Japan. It was designated 
as a National Important Cultural Property in 1969 as a great example of Western 
style architecture during the Meiji period (1868–1912).

Designing

Kingo TATSUNO
Kingo Tatsuno (1854–1919) was born in Karatsu, Saga Prefecture, and 
studied architecture at the Imperial College of Engineering in 1873. In 1879, 
he graduated top of his class, and went to England to attend university next 
year. After studying the latest architectural style of the time there, he returned 
to Japan and became a professor at his alma mater. When he was 50, he 
established an architect’s office, and designed buildings across the nation, 
including branch buildings of the Bank of Japan. His major goals were to design 
the Bank of Japan, Tokyo Station, and the Diet Building, and to his great credit 
he managed to achieve the first two.

Uheiji NAGANO
After Uheiji Nagano (1867-1937) graduated from the Department of Architecture 
at the Imperial University in 1893, he worked for Yokohama Customs and Nara 
Prefecture designing the Nara Prefectural Office building and the conference 
hall for the Nara Prefectural Assembly (completed in 1895). He is thought to 
be the first Japanese architect to blend Japanese and Western designs, and 
designed a number of buildings for banks. His design for the Okura Institute 
for the Study of Spiritual Culture, built in 1932, was hailed as a breakthrough 
and a move-away from conventional, simple classicism. He also made a great 
contribution to the establishment of the Licensed Architect Act as the first 
president of the Architects and Building Engineers Association of Japan.

The stories behind
the buildings
Western style architecture
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Slate
Each handmade piece is different with a distinctive character.

Structure

Key features of the building

Usage

Marble stone

Doors

Materials

During its time as a bank offi ce, this offi ce was fi lled with desks 
and chairs, as well as the sound of telephones ringing and the 
clatter of typing. Nowadays, it is used as a hall or performance 
space for rent, and is usually fairly quiet when not in use.

Marble stone is used for the parts below the counters and the 
staircase. It was obtained from Ogaki City, Gifu, 
and marble collected in this area often contain fossils, such as 
fusulina and sea lilies. If you look closely,  you may be able to fi nd 
traces of other elements.

The building has a very 
sturdy structure covered by 
thick brickwork, and is fi tted with 
a heavy entrance door made of iron, 
giving a very dignifi ed, yet secure, bank-like appearance. Actually, 
this door has just a single knob on the inside, which means that 
it cannot be opened from the outside. When it was used by the 
Bank of Japan, a security guard was permanently stationed here 
to keep an eye on the customers’ assets.

Bricks: Manufactured by Osaka Yogyo
Granite: Obtained from Kokanage, Kameoka City, Kyoto, 
and Kitagishima Island, Kasaoka City, Okayama
Slate (roof)*: Obtained from Tome City, Miyagi
Marble stone (e.g. foyer): Obtained from Akasaka, Ogaki City, Gifu
Linoleum (business offi ce fl oor): Made in Germany (initial fi tting)*

* Slate is a foliated clay rock. Currently, it is called natural slate, which 
separates it from artifi cial forms.
* Linoleum is a natural building material made from properties, such as linseed 
oil, limestone, rosin, wood powder, cork powder, jute, and various pigments, 
and was first imported to Japan by Tomikichi Teranishi, the founder of Toyo 
Linoleum (present day TOLI Corporation). According to this company, the size 
of the area in this building where linoleum is used is probably the largest to do 
so in Japan.

Fusulina: Foraminifera propagated all over the world 
during the ancient Permian period
Sea lilies: Echinoderms, like sea urchin and starfi sh, 
despite sounding like ancient fossilized plants, are 
actually living animals.
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Dormer windows on the roof

Ceiling of the business office

Tatsuno style architecture
Tatsuno style buildings

Buildings designed by Tatsuno

Former head office of Morioka Bank
Former Kyushu Branch of Nippon Life Insurance Company
Former head office of Karatsu Bank
Former Dai-Nijusan Bank

Head office of the Bank of Japan (Tokyo)  
Important Cultural Property

Osaka Branch of the Bank of Japan (Osaka)

Hamaderakoen Station, Nankai Main Line (Sakai, Osaka)

Nara Hotel (Nara)

Former Matsumoto Residence (Fukuoka)  
Important Cultural Property

Central Station (Tokyo Station, Tokyo)  
Important Cultural Property

Osaka City Central Public Hall (Osaka)  
Important Cultural Property

Bricks: Manufactured by Osaka Yogyo
Granite: Obtained from Kokanage, Kameoka City, Kyoto, 
and Kitagishima Island, Kasaoka City, Okayama
Slate (roof)*: Obtained from Tome City, Miyagi
Marble stone (e.g. foyer): Obtained from Akasaka, Ogaki City, Gifu
Linoleum (business office floor): Made in Germany (initial fitting)*

The business office has wonderful high ceilings and the room is 
very bright during the daytime because of the sunlight that pours 
in from the side windows, as well as the windows on the roof.  
This gentle infusion gives the effect of the lights being turned 
on. The windows,  protruding from the roof are called dormer 
windows, and are fitted for the main purpose of drawing in a 
natural light from the roof area.

Lights - windows
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